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INTRODUCTION | ‘ ;

During the month of November 1949, the Volce of America and the BBC i‘ae!:!o iatf;eloketl

" by name in 21 different monitored broadon‘ets from Satellite redioa in Eastern ‘Europe.

The Voice of America (VOA) vas singled ou‘t in .15 of these broadcasts , diatributed as -

|

fonm: Hungarian redio--5; Polish r-adio--‘j; .Czechoslovak -radio--2; Bulaarian ratlio--eJ;1

. | I

Ruz‘nan:lafn radjo--1. Of the 6 criticiasme oif-wthe--mao ;3 -were-broadoast b|y m_mmgarian |
‘ . N

ra‘dio, 32 by the Czechoslovak radio, 1 by the Polish radio, and 1 by "Free“sz'eo‘oe."

’I.'he major difference between Satonite radio treatment of VOA and BBC brondcasts ie

| | .

that repliea to the latter are generally more or less reasoned remtatiom‘a of alleged

l \ |

BBC errora and distortions, whereas replies to VOA broadcasts femturae rnostl'. of \the

|

vijbuperative adjectives in the Communist yvocabulary, In addition, the methods and alms
| | 1

of | the VOA broadcatts are cestigated whenever the station 18 menticned eand: have been

the subjeet of Satellite comment unrelated to specific VOA broadcasts. | 5 ;

While all of the monitored comment on the VOA makes the same general oparéoa--that

-

it

15 untruchnu and the mouthpiece for :lmpe'rialiet propaganda--there 18 nc} §ap‘1:arent

4 ‘ o
evidoneo of o concorted campaign againec the VOA. Rather, each country hes in general

|

replied. %o VOA broadocaste when these have touched on some aspeoct of 1tr 1ntdrnb1 uffﬂi‘rl‘..i

‘ |

”r?ouloally all of the Satellite radio cmjnmenta imply some degree of Bacellite audience

liatening to VOA broedcassts; and one comm entator over the Hungarian rad:lo admitted m

a0 many ‘words that there were those who 11atened to the "concocted atories" ‘ofi the VOA.
i o
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Algo of Interest is the faot that the Bungarian radio references to the|VOA concentrated

almost e*clueivoly on the VOA's allogodj stimulation of "rumor-mqn‘geri‘zi:feyf ebout shortages

| oo
and devaluation--resulting in a wave oq panic-buying.
| |
i i ‘ -
| REPLIES TO SPECIFIC VOA BROADCASTS

The Hug_érian Radio !

\ ‘ Rl 1
31 October:--Budapest issued a report oh the increesed consumption of ';lfrhlite bread and
denied "enemy rumors" to the effect that the introduction of white bread had been a
Propaganda etunt timed to coincide with the youth festival. (On the aame dey, VOA
quoted reports from Vienna to the offect that the Hungarian Govermment had overestimated
1to stocks of white flour and had started & "spontaneous" worker: ! nowﬁrfc_iq'snt to petition
the Govermment to abolish white bread aé‘ "!a bourgeois invention,*") |}
i [ il

4 November:--Budapest reported a wave or'} panic-buying of vhite dread and of durable goods
as a result of the avove VOA brosdcast and of an esrlier one reporting ithe iminent
devaluatibn of the forint. Castigating *he "11es" of the VOA and the credulity of those

who believed them, the paper SZABAD NEPioalled for greater vigilance agéinst rumor-mongers. |

| | o |
5 Novambefr:--'l‘ho Hungarian Home Service %goport;ed the arrest of three dqyaluation:rumor-
mongers, but attributed the origin of th? rumors to the 3BBC. ‘ H :
| o L H
9.November: --The VOA was reinstated a8 t‘;ljle suthor of the devaluation rumors. At the same
tidme, horw:nver, it was cleimed that VOA was inept at spreading lies. ol i

|
oy : I
;1 ‘
|
|

‘ ! ' P
11 November:--SZABAD NEP reported the sentencing of the three rumor-qu‘:ﬁrs and, 'ignoring
1ts earlier account of the mass nature of the buying hysteria, said that the number of
thoge arrested was so low because "the tens of thousands of our vworkersi would not fall
for ... the American-made 1ies." ! ‘ % ‘

12 November:--A commentery by Antal Apro \admttea that although the wdzf-icf?ra hed faith in
the regime end "are shouldering sacrifices,” there were those who listened to "the
ooncoctodlstorioe" of the VOA. Apro went on to relate how such perscns;had paid desrly

for their |lesson, since they had not beo‘q‘ allowed to return to the aho:ifqu the meany useless
articles they had bought during the buyiﬁg panic. ‘ H: i
i Il . HE

The Polish Radio | 3
- ! o

9 Novembex : -~The spokesman for the Polish Foreign Ministry, Victor Grosz, ansvered
questions about "the cempaign being carr;bd out 1n so-called Western Germany and by the
VOA, with 1ta subordinate propagenda orgens in Western Europe," concerning tue
Rokossovsky appointment. Grosz seid: "I :am not going to enewer questions concerning

the rudenees and insolence of the Voice of America because all comment 48 superfluous."
He laild the cawpaign as a whole to the fact that "the Hitlerite revenchists must be filled
with panic}, and their Americen protectors| consumed with rage, "' sinse the:”-appointment
etrongt;henied the defense of the Oder-Nelsse line. s : ‘

13 Novumbe*-:--Cmmencator Franclezek anfz spoke of "the impotent inad.nes_sj"' of VOA broad-

casts on tpe Rokossoveky appointment. Like Grosz, he thought that lthe_gde‘r-ﬂeiaae
question lay behind the violence of the ﬂ\x‘narioan reaction. : . N i

19 Novembo*:--A Polish Home Service progxfa;m reported that on 17 l'{c'.femboi{;‘.he VOA, quoting
Spanish emigre leamders, had stated thet La Pesionaria hed been arrested: in Pregue, and
thet on 18 November 1t had been forced tq‘rotract the etatement when Ibarruri turned
up at the Moscow Conference of Women Peace Defenders. Citing this as another instance
of VOA 1ying,Wersaw went on to criticize the VOA's retraction which repor edly had
explained that the confusion arose over Iﬁarruri's visit to Moscow. 'I'h'ej :i'lpeaker pointed
out that the original VOA broadcast speciflcally stated that the arrest. had taken ‘place
in Prague. | . 1 R ]

J | I B L L
(It mey be noted that there was no Polish freaction to VOA reports that Victor Grosz hed .
been purged. Nor was the VOA blemed for the rumors of impending Price 11::&?.?reanea > which
were widol;r denied by the Pollish Home Ser;v‘ico on 31 October and 1 November.)
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The Czechoslovak Radic
f

17 Novomber:--The% ‘ ‘lovak commentator Horvath deriided "a number of stupid and ridiculous
rumors .going ez'bout.J the country to the offcéct that there ‘vnl be another curzrency reform
in thoe now year" ‘a‘pd'held the VOA and the BBC responsible for originating the rumors.

Fortunately, he_aa;ld, oaly & handful of P2ople had réuyohded to the rumors by panic-

buying, since the majority of the people d41d not believe| the rumors.®

|

The Bulgerian Radi

16 November:--BTA||(the Bulgerien press aer‘vice) rpported‘ that the Voice of America was
responsible for aietory to the effect that‘ the Bulgarisn| National Bank had circulated
-abroad a number of| counterfeited French Louis D'Or. BTAl stated that 1t was authorized
to dony thie story es "mendacious and slendercus,! adding thet "among the many slanderous

and fabricated reports with which VOA liat‘ongro ars roga}e’d daily this in partiohlar
ip one of the mont;!impudent and malicioms.l It 1llustrates the low level to which the

manageaent of the Voice of America has falFLen." |
o |

‘The_Rumanian Redio|. |

A J , :
23 Novumbor:——Broq,déeatine in Serbdocroat, Bucharest noted that a 5 August VOA broedcast

-in Hungerian had r%épommended to 1ts listeners that tihey wune in to the programs of a

number of oapitali&t stations and to Radio| Belgrade, Th;‘a was held to be proof that

Yugoslavia _broadcqéta the same propaganda Te the ?upitaliat atations.

GENERAL COMMENT ON THE VOICE OF AMERICA

The Polish.radio chrried two general attac}!m on th!a VOicq( of America during November.
The first.came on the second vwhen Wersaw aired the Cominform Journal erticle, "Voice Of
America Goebbels."#* The second Polish attack came on 2ﬂ November and consisted of a
tolk by Wisnieweki who argued that the VOA |[was not free es 1t claimed. EHe clited ans
broof of this contention the fact that the American radiof is dependent upon advertising
revenue, and that the stock of the networks 1s hel:d by capitalist investors, in .
particular by lurgof jcorporations or banks. | While the commentator did not specifically
state that the VOA}.waa. thue dependent and controlled, the| 1istener was left to infer
that this wes the opae. |

On 22 November, Pr""',ue carried a commentary questioning the objectivity of the VOA.
And on-the same dayi, Budapeat, broadcasting in Ser‘lbocroati, said that tke London
conferanb'e'bf'lkmez'jpan diplomats from Eaute;rn Europe had been called because of the
fallure of the VOA"F‘ Propaganda broadcasts which "have become ridiculous to the whole
of .Burope so that nobody takes them seriously.” | .

On 24 Naovember, tho Bulgarien radio quoted the Sofla paper IZGREV to the effect that

"the Voice of America 1s the neme of a radio station which draws ite dark fame from

i1ta moot unacrupulcjn{:t‘u d1stortion of the tru‘th."‘ The VOA was said to de the volae of '
Americen cepitalists, not of the American pJeople. . ‘

|
| | \
* When, on 30 November, Minimter of Inbernal Trede Kra)cir announced price reductlons

and an oxtensi‘c%n of the free market, h# admitted that In fact there had been a
wave -of panic-buying as & result of Tumors spriead abq‘ut an imminent change in the
price schedules, But Krajcir did not lJalame either the VOA or the BBC for these
rRIOTS. | ! ‘ ' 1

*% . This article wgs given very little play by theSatelllite radios, the only other
monitored broadcast reference to 1t having come from Budapest on 31 October. On
that day, Buda‘p‘e_iet also sa1d that 1ts new 2-kilowatt shortwave station vas atronger
than the Voicoi‘o‘t America in proportiorjx as truth ias s%ronger than falsehood, |

[ | :
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; ;BE_ACTICNS TO BBC BROADCASTS

. : ! |
On a‘l'!c'(ember, the Folish commentaitor Roszkow, criticized a BBC broadcast which had iclaimed
a prepénderance of steel productic for the Western worid. Asserting that the bogey of steel
preﬁo{d’eranco had been brought forward to replece the pricked dubble of Western atomic
onergy imonopoly, Roszkow pointed out that the Soviet and Satellite steel industries were
expanding while the Western ateel {ndustries were subject to labor disputes and stoppages.

Dy preponderance would do the capitalist world uttlcT good

In any ovent, sald Roszkow, steel
Af the workers refused to turn their steel weapons ageinat the USSR. ‘

' 6:1jlcl»vembor, Budapost referred to the BBC es responsible for rumors of the doveluzfation of
the ifoTi‘nt. B |
i - S “ |
"Froel Greece”, on 9 November, carnied a rebuttal to a broadcast by Francis Noel-Bachtr, in -
vhich the British Soclalist MP had stressed the fact that the resolution of the Sixth Plenum :
of ;hp'](;reok Comrunist Party hed uontained an admission of the guerrilles' defeat. |"Froe o
‘ Gre?cj;e"m complained that such emphasis distorted the meaning of the resclution. ‘

' D ‘ 4
Neoxt :t'(l> be heard from was the Budapent paper SZABAD NEP which, according to the Budaspost
radio, |pleaded guilty o the BBC charge that it was excessively friendly to the Soviet
Unio‘nf-f Cortain omissions of fact |in the BBC broadcast were polnted out. ‘

i
Novemﬁor_ 17 brought Slovak commentator Horvath's denial of the "ridiculous rumors" spread
by ?hp!EBC and the VOA on the imminence of a Czech currenoy reform. | »

| ‘

A fow [‘a‘yn later, 20 November, Budenest told Serbocroat listeners that Pijade and Dljilau
were ccmpetitors 1in the diatortior‘} of Marx-Leninism, and that Djilas had apparently| won
since 1t was his series of BORBA articles which had been selected by the BBC for broadcasts
to Eu}zern Europe. s . ’ |

f - ;
The lfai[s‘t.reference to the BBC cemo on 22 November, when the Czechoslovak radlo commentator
Roslan derided the broadcasts of the "old moulted inciter" Bruce Lockhart for their|lack
of sense. TRosian speculated as to vhether the stupidity of BBC broadcasts in Czech/might
not|be| explained as deliberate sabotage carried out by sympathizers with popular denocracy .
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